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23rd March 2011

Dear Parent/Carer,

| write to you today to keep you informed about the immediate past and imminent future of
your child’s education at Bryngwyn School.

Two weeks ago | arranged for all of Year 11 to attend a session with a motivational speaker.
Please speak to your child about this to see what they may have learnt from it, as the
response from the pupils has been overwhelmingly positive. The session was followed up
with an hour’s tutoring from myself on how to revise. All of the pupils in the year group were
given a revision booklet and access to a website to assist them in their revision planning.
Piease take the time to look at your son or daughter’s revision booklet, or view the website
on www.getrevising.co.uk, sign on bryngwyn password getrev98. There is a wealth of
information and advice on there for you to assist as parents.

Which brings me on to my main request. The reason for me organising the motivational and
revision sessions are so that we as a school can offer as much moral and skill support to
your child in the last crucial weeks of their time with us. However, at this stage there is a

great deal which needs to be done at home, away from the direct supervision of teachers.
This is where you come in. '

| firmly believe that the next two months are the most important in your child’s education. In
terms of success at GCSE the preparation he or she puts in now will make all the difference.
I have asked the children to begin revising now, and am asking for your assistance in making
sure that they do so. I have given them the tools, | ask that you help them to finish the job.

Timings

| am aware of course that revision is perhaps not the most thrilling activity that a 15/16 year
old can be involved in. To this end, | have structured it for the year group so that it is not all
toil and tears. | am asking them to do two revision sessions a night: each session should be
40 minutes summarising notes, then 5 mins reviewing (reading) of those notes. There
should then be half an hour break. Your son or daughter should then have another 40
minutes summarising notes then spend 15 minutes reviewing all that they have written that
evening. At the start of their next evening’s session they should also spend 15 minutes
reviewing everything they wrote the previous evening. The key to success is this regular
reviewing of their revision notes. If your child begins now, this will be far better way of
managing the workload than if they start in a month's time.

Techniques

So, how do they go about it? | have asked the pupils to summarise rather than just read their
class notes. If all they do is read for their revision then studies show that they will only
remember 10% of what they have read, and they will not have a set of revision notes to keep
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reviewing: it is a very poor method of revision. Instead, your child has been shown two
techniques to summarise class notes: making revision cards or mind maps. Revision cards
have the advantage of becoming a portable set of revision notes and turning class notes into
bite sized chunks, whilst mind maps are useful as they can be pinned around the wall at
home for reviewing. Your child will choose the technique that is best for them. In addition,
pupils might also find it useful to highlight key words and phrases in their class notes, or to
take part in online tutorials and quizzes on the BBC's ‘GCSE Bitesize’ website.

Whatever method your child chooses, it must be an activity — simply reading notes
might be easy in the short term but will not get them anywhere come exam time.

It will of course be necessary for your child to have somewhere quiet to study, and you may
choose if you wish to offer them some kind of incentive for revising, or for their exam
success.

| hope you will understand my reasons for writing to you today, my only wish in doing so is to
have your child fully prepared for the demands of the upcoming exams, so they can go on to
further success, be this in continuing their education or securing the job that they really want.

For your information, the school prom is after Easter on 5 May, and the last school day for
your child before the exams begin is on 13" May. | have enclosed a copy of your child's
exam timetable to assist in planning revision.

I would like to close by thanking you for the support you have shown me in the last four
years. | greatly appreciate all the assistance you have given the school in helping your child
fulfil his/her potential. | wish you and your family best wishes for the future.

Yours,

)

Gavin Heyes
Head of Year 11
Bryngwyn School



