Ysgol Bryngwyn School

Update for Parents/Carers and
Learners

Mondav let June 2021 “Giving our Best "

Yn rhoi o'n gorau”

Dear Parent/Carer,

News in Summary Key Dates
1. Provisional GCSE grades issued last week e 23" June - Year 8 Parents’
Evening
2. Online Parents’ Evenings: Year 8 this week (23" e 1% July —Yr. 9 Parents’
June), Year 9 (1% July) Evening
e 215-25" June Careers

3. WG and Carmarthenshire update on COVID-19 safety SEEIEL

measures and LFT testing e Thursday 8" July - Virtual
Leavers’ Celebration yr. 11

_ e Friday 16" July — end of
4. Key Stage Three Assessments from this week Summer Term

e Thursday 12" August —
5. Transition Day Friday 25" June for year 6 learners. Formal Results Day

Firstly, I would like to thank you for your continued support as we move

further into the Summer Term with the Summer Solstice today, June %q@?“
215t , marking the longest day of daylight for the year. | trust that you % GK}; % .
and your families continue to remain safe and well. S 7 Lt

1. Provisional GCSE Grades Issued Last Week (Friday 18" June)

Last Friday, saw the issue of provisional grades, or Centre Determined Grades, to pupils
in year 11, those in year 10 entered for maths, numeracy and English literature, and those
pupils in year 9 who have entered early for GCSE Welsh second language. Results were
given to learners in years 9 and 10 in school, while year 11 results were posted / sent via
SIMS Pupil App. Only grades for WJEC courses in Wales are included at this time. Any
subjects with different awarding bodies (such as vocational subjects, BTEC qualifications,
RSL, and EDUQAS) will be distributed on the formal results day of 12" August 2021.
Further details will follow as soon as they are available.



Included with the results is important further information outlining what to do if learners or
parents have any queries. Please see the information below from Qualifications Wales for
more information.

a. Qualifications Wales Video — Reviews, Appeals and Guidance

b. Qualifications Wales Centre Reviews and Appeals 2021

If your child has not received their grades for any reason, please contact us on
Examresults@bryngwyn.cymru or ring on 01554 750661. Please bear in mind that this
only applies to GCSEs awarded by the WJEC.

2. Online Parents’ Evening Year 8 Wednesday 23 June

We are very much looking forward to engaging with parents this week in our Virtual
Parents’ Evening. All parents with learners in year 8 should have received log-in
details to book appointments using our School Cloud technology.

We would advise that your child joins you for the meetings so that they can hear the
information provided by the teachers. We appreciate the support, mutual respect and
courtesy of parents and teachers and ask that we all follow the standard professional
protocols for online meetings, as with lessons. For example, the meetings should take
place in a quiet, confidential location and capturing images or recordings is not
permitted. The timings for the meetings are automatically set and controlled by the
system we are using also, so please bear in mind that after 5 minutes the system will
automatically “close” your appointment with the teacher.

If you have been unable to make appointments, please contact the school as soon as
possible. Bookings will close tomorrow on Tuesday 22" June.

A further virtual parents’ evening for learners in year 9 will follow on 15t July. Parents will be
contacted this week with details of how to make appointments.

3. Welsh Government and Carmarthenshire LA Update on COVID-19 Safety Measures

Welsh Government in tandem with Westminster have delayed the lifting of restrictions
scheduled from today. Though it is worrying to see infection rates seem to be rising
again, it is pleasing to see vaccination levels continue to increase and we hope that we
can all work together to give pupils the best opportunity to continue with face-to-face
learning.

As mentioned last week, Carmarthenshire LA have advised schools to avoid
complacency and issued a letter which is attached at the end of this newsletter. The
key reminders again are as follows:


https://www.qualificationswales.org/media/7536/how_can_learners_appeal_their_grades-engmp4.mp4
https://www.qualificationswales.org/media/7542/reviews-appeals-2021-english-final.pdf

It is just as important as ever that we remain vigilant, avoid complacency and continue
following the guidance and regulations. We hope to be able to continue with onsite
learning for everyone and we all need to work together to make this happen. Therefore,
we will continue will all our successful procedures and include a brief reminder below.
Please discuss this with your children to remind them of the danger of complacency.

e Pupils should be careful to keep two metres from each other as much as
possible, especially on the way to and from school and with pupils from other
year groups. Please remind your children about the risks of transmission and
the need to refrain from sharing or passing around items both onsite and outside
school. While polite and friendly, sharing sweets and drinks and passing around
mobile phones or earbuds could be dangerous.

e Learners enter on-site by 8.30 and go immediately to their allocated entrance,
wearing an approved face covering (unless exempt)

e School transport follows the usual routes and times. Pupils are required to wear
face coverings throughout.

e There will be a staggered exit from school beginning at 2.45 and pupils need to
leave the school site straight away.

e Parents should remain in their vehicles and cars must remain stationary until the
buses have left.

e The canteen will offer a “grab-and-go” style menu at lunch but will not be open at
break time. Pupils should bring their own snacks and drinks to school as needed.

e There should be no sharing or borrowing of equipment. Pupils must bring a
pencil case and anything else they might need in their bags.

e Pupils should wear school uniform, or PE kits on days when they have PE on
their timetables. Please speak to the relevant Head of Year if there are any
issues.

e Hand-sanitising on entry to school and classrooms is essential, as is the wearing
of face coverings in school.

The latest guidance regarding this that we are working within can be accessed at:

https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-html

Letter from Carmarthenshire County Council to Parents
A recent letter circulated by Carmarthenshire County council is reproduced below:
Dear parent / carer

We are writing to remind you of the importance of following the guidance around hand-
washing, social distancing and face coverings.

Please remember that COVID-19 has not gone away, and we all have a responsibility to
keep ourselves and others safe.

Our main priority is to keep our children and staff and their families as safe as possible, and
the measures we have in place are there to help us do that.


https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-html

We cannot stress enough how important this is to keep our schools as safe as possible and
to reduce transmission within our communities.

Please remember to wear a face covering and keep a 2m social distance if you are
dropping off / collecting children from school.

If your children are taking part in the lateral flow testing (LFT), please can we remind you:

e LFTs must be used regularly on a twice weekly basis in order to be effective. Ad hoc
tests are not reliable.

e Once the test is taken, please report all results via the NHS online portal. This is
essential in the event of a positive result.

e LFTs should not be used with children of primary school age.

e LFTs must not be used if experiencing any of the main three Covid-19 symptoms.

If you or your child or anyone else living in your household has any of the Covid-19
symptoms — new persistent cough, fever and/or loss of taste or smell - you must not attend
school but stay at home and self-isolate and arrange a test by phoning 119 or using the
online portal.

It is also important that you inform the school if your child tests positive. If outside of school
hours please contact Delta Wellbeing on 0300 333 2222 or email
TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk providing your child’s name, year group and school.

We still need to limit the amount of equipment children bring into school each day, so
please only bring in essentials such as lunch boxes, bags, coats, books and stationery.

Please let’s work together to keep our schools and childcare settings safe and open.

For all the latest information on schools including a comprehensive list of FAQs please visit
the council website carmarthenshire.gov.wales/education and follow @CarmsCouncil on
Facebook and Twitter.

Thank you once again for your continued support and co-operation.
Yours sincerely

Carmarthenshire County Council
Wider Symptoms @

Carmarthenshire Local Authority have also asked us to share Report your COVID-19 rapid
the following information with parents: lateral flow test result.

« Every time you use a test - even if it's negative
« As soon as possible after you get your result

Report it here:
gov.uk/report-covidi9-result
or call 119

GIG |Profi | Test
NS |Oirhain | Trace
Wit | Diogelu | Protect


https://gov.wales/self-isolation
https://gov.wales/getting-tested-coronavirus-covid-19
mailto:TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmsCouncil
https://twitter.com/CarmsCouncil

Dear Parent

People living in Carmarthenshire are being encouraged to go for a COVID-19 test if they
have a wider range of symptoms to help identify cases within our communities and reduce the
spread of the virus.

We are working hard to make sure our school is as safe as possible with various procedures
and measures in place to prevent transmission of the virus, so your co-operation and support
with this would be greatly appreciated. Not only will it provide peace of mind for yourselves,
but it will provide further reassurance for the school as well.

Please see below link to the latest press release from Hywel Dda Health Board which
provides further information on the wider symptoms and how to book a test. People with
wider symptoms urged to book a COVID-19 test

- Hywel Dda University Health Board (nhs.wales)

https://hduhb.nhs.wales/news/press-releases/people-with-wider-symptoms-urged-to-book-a-
covid-19-test/

Thank you for your continued support.

Your sincerely

Carmarthenshire County Council

4. Key Stage Three Assessment

Learners in Key Stage Three will be undertaking assessments from this week including the
annual Online National Tests for Key Stage Three (Reading and Numeracy) and CATS
(Cognitive Ability Tests). These assessments are intended establish a baseline in order to
inform teaching and learning so that we can provide the best help to enable our learners to
progress. Pupils are not expected to revise or practise for these tests.

Subject teachers are also currently completing classroom assessments as part of normal
lessons. Pupils will be given information on these assessments directly from their subject
teachers.

5. Transition Day for Year 6 Learners Friday 25" June

Pupils in year 6 from who are due to join us from September are invited to visit the school
for the day on Friday 25™ June. Learners will experience a range of lessons and activities
including lunch in school. Transport to and from primary schools will be provided. Parents
with children in year 6 should receive further details from your child’s primary school. If you



https://hduhb.nhs.wales/news/press-releases/people-with-wider-symptoms-urged-to-book-a-covid-19-test/
https://hduhb.nhs.wales/news/press-releases/people-with-wider-symptoms-urged-to-book-a-covid-19-test/

would like any more information or have any queries, please contact us by email on
eng@bryngwyn.cymru or by telephone on 01554 750661

Reminders of Further Important Information

A) Changes to GCSEs 2022 and Beyond

oR. 3 '
The WJEC consultation is still open to - &' \
- :
allow learners, parents and carers to ¥ d
share their views on proposals to make Learner survey - proposed changes to GCSE and AS/A level
changes to the award of GCSE for next assessments in 2022

year and beyond.

n to teaching and learning throughout

CSE, AS and A level exams and NEA (Non

2020 a 0 are
. Examinations Assessment) in
If you WOUId Ilke to take part Or hear more If you're a learner, parent or carer, we want to hear your thoughts — it's important that you have your say on our
about future proposals, please follow the PR
link below and select the relevant

consultation form before 23 June.

to learners in Wales who are following our Qualifications Wales approved

Click here

B) Careers Festival 215t — 25" June

The Careers Wales Careers Festival takes place this week with a series of online events
and opportunities to talk with advisers throughout the day.

Careers advice and support There are stages covering topics from
e e e e employability skills and student finance to
o o ot fr .o i e 0800 2k r making the most out of sixth form as well as
tips and tricks on starting a new job, how to
T s ot ek o e sk succeed in an apprenticeship or even
becoming your own boss. There is also
Explore . advice on what young people can do if they
L]

Need help? struggle with their confidence, and they’ll be
e able to speak to a careers adviser for more
1y support using the live chat facility. Follow
this link for more information: Your Future

A Gadewch neges [ Leave a ... ()

Festival

C) Leavers’ Celebration Virtual Event: An Evening of Music and Memories with
Year 11 Thursday 8™ July

The school has liaised with DJ Ed Kurno to provide a virtual leavers’ celebration that will
mark this important time even though schools are unable to hold their usual end of year


mailto:enq@bryngwyn.cymru
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/learner-survey-proposed-changes-to-gcse-and-as-a-level-assessments-in-2022/
https://workingwales.gov.wales/start-your-story/your-future-festival
https://workingwales.gov.wales/start-your-story/your-future-festival

‘prom”. This online experience can be shared with all of our year 11 pupils, their families
and our staff in real time. Everyone will be able to listen to the music and contribute to the
party as we enjoy the celebration from the safety our own homes.

We can now confirm the event will take place on the evening of Thursday 8™ July.

D) Lateral Flow Testing

The school will continue with lateral flow testing as normal for the rest of this half term.

Further distribution dates are as below:

Upcoming LFT Distribution Dates

Date Year Group
Tuesday 22" June Year 9
Wednesday 30" June Year 8
Tuesday 6" July Year 10
Wednesday 71" July Year 7

written request to your child’s Head of Year.

We can only give tests to those who have returned the Parent
Consent Form. If further tests are required, please send a

Important information regarding LFT Tests

Tests should be taken every Sunday and Wednesday evenings
after 4.00pm.

Results need to be reported to the school and to the NHS.
Parents will receive a text with a link to an online form to report
results to school. At the end of the form there will be a link to the
Welsh Government website to report results to the NHS.

If the result is positive, please let the school know
immediately. Everyone in the household should isolate and you
should book a PCR test by calling 119 or using the online portal
https://gov.wales/apply-coronavirus-test

LFT tests are an additional layer of support and DO NOT replace
PCR tests. Anyone with symptoms must isolate and book a PCR
test

Please do not take the test if you have symptoms or have tested
positive for COVID-19 in the last 90 days

e Useful
Links:

Information to
parents

Parent Consent
Form

Video on how to
carry out lateral
flow tests

Reporting results
to school

E) ITP

Whilst COVID infection rates continue to fall, it still remains important to contact the
school as soon as possible if your child receives a positive test result. If your child has



https://gov.wales/apply-coronavirus-test
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Letter-for-year-10-11-parents-regarding-COVID-Late/
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Letter-for-year-10-11-parents-regarding-COVID-Late/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUODEwSktTSjBDQzZYSU1BQU1LTTQxMFpMVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUODEwSktTSjBDQzZYSU1BQU1LTTQxMFpMVi4u
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUNzcyU0pXUTlFSUE3WFdUTU1XWFJMV0I4Vi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUNzcyU0pXUTlFSUE3WFdUTU1XWFJMV0I4Vi4u

any of the symptoms of COVID then please book a PCR test straight away via the
Welsh Government website and inform the school and Delta Wellbeing by email on:
TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk or by telephone on 0300 333 2222. Please note — lateral
flow tests are not to be taken if your child has symptoms of COVID and should be
replaced by a PCR test.

Important contact information regarding TTP:

Ysgol Bryngwyn School 01554 750661
Eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Delta Wellbeing (if your child has

COVID symptoms) 0300 333 2222
To book atest call or Call 119
Use the booking portal Booking Portal: https://gov.wales/apply-

coronavirus-test

Communication

Whilst these remain challenging times, we will continue to maintain regular contact via our
school text service or through updates on our website and through our social media
platforms. As digital communication has now become so important, please notify us as
soon as possible should you change your mobile number/ contact details/ E-mail address in
order that we can keep our records up to date. If you have any questions or feel there may
be some way we can be of help, please don’t hesitate to contact us as below:

Tel: 01554 750661

Email: eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Finally

We would like to use this opportunity to thank you all, once again, for your ongoing support.
It is hugely appreciated. We understand that this remains an anxious time for families and
we are very grateful for your continued co-operation.

Kind regards,

Mr R.P. Jones



mailto:Enq@bryngwyn.cymru
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