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Ysgol Bryngwyn School

Update for Parents/Carers and
Learners and Governors

18th December 2020 _‘Giving our Best "

Yn rhoi o'n gorau

Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope this newsletter finds you and your families all safe and well, as we reach the end of a term like no
other. Never before has our school and its community been asked to pull together to such an extent, and |
thank each and every one of you for your support over what has been an unprecedented challenge for all
schools and everyone associated with them.

As a school, we have endeavoured to maintain a high-quality education for all our learners in the most
challenging of contexts, and we hope that you have appreciated our efforts. All secondary schools across
Carmarthenshire have been impacted at different times throughout the term. At Bryngwyn, a difficult
November was followed by a calmer December. | appreciate that the minister’s decision to close school
buildings to pupils has caused some problems for learners and parents in our community. However, this
was not a local decision but part of a national strategy to go online and offer blended learning for all
secondary age pupils. Thank you once again for all your support this week.

Increases in cases in Wales and our own locality show that the virus is highly active in our community at
the moment, and we urge everyone to do their best to stay safe over the festive period so that we can all
return together in January 2021.

Next Term

Welsh Government and the Local Authority have made some changes to the start of term in January in
response to rising infection levels. The term will begin for staff only on Monday 4t January with a staff
INSET day as previously planned. Further planning days have now been added and the first week of term
will focus on off-site blended learning for pupils with a staggered return to school from 11% January
onwards.

To summarise:

Monday 4™ January INSET day (as previously planned) — staff only

Tuesday 5™ and Wednesday 6% January Additional staff planning days — staff only

Thursday 7t January Pupils begin off-site blended learning — all pupils

Friday 8t January Off-site blended learning - all pupils

Monday 11% January onwards Staggered return to school, by year group (more
details to follow)

These are national changes brought in by the Welsh government with the anticipation that all pupils will be
back in school for face to face learning by Monday 18th January. We will confirm the exact detail of the
structure of the week beginning 11th January once we have further information.




We appreciate that there will be genuine uncertainty and anxiety around this since it depends upon
infection rates following the Christmas period, the incidence of positive cases and the availability of staff to
safely open schools. However, we will aim to make provision for pupils of critical workers and from

7th January. Details of how to access this provision will follow in the new year.

Our school will be open to support vulnerable learners and families and to deliver on line learning from the
7th January 2021.

Reporting a positive test over the Christmas period — CHANGE

The situation in Carmarthenshire has changed over the Christmas period i.e. 18" December until 5th
January 2021. If any pupils receive a positive test result during the holiday period, parents are asked to
inform the local authority by telephoning Delta Wellbeing on 0300 333 2222 or by email on
TTP@deltawellbeing.org.

TTP will contact you in the usual way to offer advice, answer any questions, and consider any potential
contacts. They will then inform the school on your behalf.

GCSE assessments 2021

Information on Year 11 assessments for 2021 has now been released from the Education Minister and
circulated to parents. The link appears again below and we have also attached the Minister’s open letter
on the proposals and her letter to Year 11 learners at the end of this newsletter.

The WIJEC have summarised their plans for assessment and helpful further information is available on their
website — click here

Click here to see the statement from Qualifications Wales.

In times like these of such rapid change, as the last week has taught us all, a week or two can seem a long
time in this pandemic!

Reports

Year 9 Full Reports will be issued in January. Year 7, 10 & 11 received Interim Reports last week and year 8
Full Reports were issued at the start of December. Thank you to those parents who completed the
electronic reply slips which Heads of Pupil Progress have responded to this week. Thank you for the
positive feedback. Please complete the slips if you haven’t already done so.

Parent Governor Elections

Due to technical difficulties with the electronic voting system, the closing date for the parent governor
election has been extended to 4pm on Monday, 21st December.

When placing your vote, please ask your child to sign in using their HWB credentials, in order for voting
eligibility to be verified.

Please click here to vote.


mailto:TTP@deltawellbeing.org
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/gcses-and-a-levels-welsh-government-s-plan-for-assessments-2021/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/covid-19-awarding-2021/statements/qualifications-wales-confirms-assessment-approach-for-summer-2021/
https://forms.gle/iDpprHRXUcaPudda9

Further Useful Information

Free School Meals

We can confirm that direct payments will be made to families who usually receive free school meals for the
week beginning 14th December and throughout the Christmas break. The Local Authority processes these
payments in batches and has alerted us that there may be delays in their receipt. The Local Authority
respectfully ask you to be patient and assure you that they are working as quickly as possible to complete
all payments due.

If you have any issues regarding this or would like to apply for free school meals, please contact
freeschoolmeals@carmarthenshire.gov.uk or telephone 01267 246526

Stationery

In the new year, we will continue with the current situation where students bring their own stationery and
equipment to school in order to avoid sharing items. Please can you all ensure that from January onwards
all pupils continue to bring their own pencil case equipped with everything they need for the school day.

Local Authority Advice on Coronavirus

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:

e Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible; and
e stay at home and do not have visitors until you get the test result.

Please call Delta Wellbeing on 0300 333 2222 or by emailing TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk who will
notify the school on your behalf.

Please be sure to follow the Welsh Government’s Self-isolation Stay At Home Guidance.

If, however, your child does not have symptoms of COVID-19 but has other cold-like symptoms, such as ar
nose, they do not need to be tested and they and you do not need to self-isolate.

Your child should attend school if fit and healthy to do so.
Please also bear in mind that updated local authority guidance

Please also bear in mind that updated local authority guidance asks that if students, or any of their
household have a test as part of any other appointment or circumstance, they should remain at home until
they have the result.

Communication

Whilst this is a difficult and challenging time in the run up to Christmas we continue to try and keep in
contact. As ever we will continue to keep contact via updates on our website and through our social media
platforms of Facebook or Twitter and indeed our call text service.

During the holiday period, as usual, we remain contactable at Eng@bryngwyn.cymru



mailto:freeschoolmeals@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
mailto:Enq@bryngwyn.cymru
mailto:TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk
https://gov.wales/safe-help/if-i-need-to-stay-at-home

If you change your mobile number/ contact details that you please notify us so that we can keep our
records up to date. In current times especially, it is critical that we are able to communicate with parents.

Finally

| would like to use this final opportunity on behalf of my senior colleagues, all staff and governors to thank
you all, once again, for your ongoing support. It is hugely appreciated. We understand that this remains a
challenging time for families and your continued support is truly valued.

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Kind Regards,

Paul Jones

Head teacher
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Education Minister Kirsty Williams provides further clarity on system to replace
exams for general qualifications in 2021

Education Minister Kirsty Williams has today (Wednesday, December 16) provided further details of
how the system put in place to replace examinations for general qualifications in 2021 will work.

In November, when confirming there would be no end of year exams for learners taking GCSEs, AS
levels or A levels next year, the Minister said she would establish a Design and Delivery Advisory
group that would support ‘wellbeing, fairness and progression’ for learners in 2021.

The group, chaired by Geraint Rees and made up of head teachers and college leaders nominated by
regional consortia, ColegauCymru and local authorities, has now presented its proposals to the
Minister after working closely with both Qualifications Wales and WJEC.

The group agreed that the system needed to be fair for all learners and flexible so that learners who
have had more disruption than others are not unfairly affected.

The approach will ensure that teachers can design and plan teaching, learning around assessments in
a flexible way to promote learners’ wellbeing and support their needs.

The Minister has confirmed her intention is for general qualifications in Wales to be supported by a
three pillar approach made up of:
[ non-examination assessments,

] internal assessments
[1 assessments that are externally set and marked.

The decision has been supported by the news that the Welsh Government is investing an additional
£1.9m in education resources to support learners in years 12 and 13 in preparing for their A Level
assessments.

The revision tools, available on the WJEC website, include ‘knowledge organisers’ to help with
learning key facts and information, exam walk-throughs and revision guides.

The resources are in addition to £7m being provided for schools and colleges to deliver mentoring and
revision support programmes for learners in exam years.

Education Minister Kirsty Williams said: “l would like to thank Geraint Rees and the group of head
teachers and college leaders for working at pace to develop these recommendations and for putting
equity for learners at the centre of thinking.

“What | am providing details of today is a transparent and rigorous approach to support learners as
they progress to their next steps. It ensures that universities can be confident of the abilities of
students from Wales through their qualifications, and it also promotes teaching, learning and
consistent assessment across Wales as we all struggle to recover in different ways from the impact
coronavirus has had on education.

‘I was clear that any solution must be mindful of our learners’ well-being.l am satisfied we have an
approach that is fair for all learners whilst minimising disruption to learning and maintaining confidence
and trust in the integrity of qualifications in Wales.”

“Alternative options would have required centres to design assessment materials, develop and test
marking schemes, and then be responsible for appeals in relation to these. This would take time away
from teaching and learning and could also lead to inconsistency for learner experiences across Wales.
“I am also confident these plans minimise the impact on teacher workload - teachers and lecturers are
already under a great deal of pressure and we do not want to add to this.”



This approach confirms that the internal assessments will not begin until after the spring half term, so
schools can focus entirely on teaching until then. WJEC will provide further guidance and information
in January.

The Minister also confirmed that the group has agreed to continue to work together in 2021 on more
detailed issues, including support for teachers and lecturers, consider how differences in disrupted
learning might be recognised drawing on existing special consideration process, the appeal process
and the grade outcomes process and how to engage learners throughout the year.

The Minister continued: “The Welsh Government will now work with our stakeholders to ensure as
much information is shared as soon as possible. It's been a long term and | hope all learners,
teachers, lecturers, school and college staff take a well-deserved break over the Christmas period. |
have said many times that | am extremely proud of the way the education family has come together in
Wales to face the challenges coronavirus has presented. We all need to be ready to come together
once again next year to deliver for our learners who have already suffered so much.”

More details on the three pillar approach:
1. Non-examination assessments

These are currently managed within schools and colleges for many but not all subjects, and WJEC has
already made adaptations to these. This will not change.

2. Internal assessments

There will be a broad window for internal assessment from February 22 to April 23. Teachers and
lecturers will be able to decide when and how to deliver assessments within this window, to embed it
within their teaching plans, support the needs and well-being of learners and provide flexibility in case
of disruption.

To ensure consistency of assessment experience and to reduce any additional demand on teachers
and lecturers — assessment material will be provided from WJEC that schools/ colleges will be able to
choose from.

The marking of these assessments will be undertaken by the schools and colleges, supported by
guidance from WJEC and shared with WJEC to inform grade outcomes.

3. Externally set and marked assessments

The extended window for externally set and marked assessment will start on May 17 and end on June
29.

This will provide broad flexibility to enable teachers and lecturers to embed the assessments into
teaching time, to be responsive to any disruption, and to support wellbeing.

Teachers and lecturers will decide how and when to deliver these assessments within the classroom
so they do not create the pressure and anxiety of exams.

WJEC will provide information about the topics for the internal and external assessment to support
teachers in preparing their learners for assessments

The flexible assessment windows are intended to allow for assessments to be embedded within
teaching plans and to minimise disruption to learning so learners develop the skills and knowledge
they need to confidently progress.

Hwb A Level revision resources:

https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/resources/a-level-revision-resources/
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Llywodraeth Cymru
Minister for Education Welsh Government

16 December 2020
To: all learners in years 11, 12 & 13

| am writing to give you some more information about how the assessments that are replacing
your exams will work.

We cancelled exams for GCSEs, AS and A levels delivered by the WJEC in 2021 because of the
effect Covid 19 has had on your education since March.

| asked a group of head teachers and college leaders to look at how your work could be assessed
so that the grades you get in 2021 are fair despite the different experiences you have had, will
help you progress and take your well-being into account. The group has also considered the
many views of young people that have been shared with us through letters, emails, surveys and
face to face meetings

How you will be assessed and when will it happen

| have accepted the advice they gave me and can confirm that for most subjects the work you
have done will be assessed in three ways.

- non-examination assessments such as coursework or oral assessment (where these are already
part of the qualification you are taking)

- internal assessments which will be marked by teachers and lecturers; and
- external assessments, marked by WJEC.

These are the only assessments that will count towards your grades in 2021 and we don’t expect
you to have to do any of these until after the spring half term. The awarding organisation, the
WJEC will provide the material for both the internal and external assessments and will share
information in advance so that your teachers and lectures can help prepare you. Your teachers
and lecturers will decide how and when these assessments take place so that they can be
introduced as part of your learning.

The internal assessments will take place between 22 February and 23 April. This does not mean
you will be continually assessed, just that there will be time to complete them, especially if there
Is any more disruption and periods of self-isolation.



The external assessments will take place between 17 May and 29 June. | know some learners
have been worried about whether these are just exams by another name — that is not the case.
Whilst there will be nationally set assessments that all learners across Wales will take, these will
not be held under normal exam conditions, and won’t be sat at the same date and time, in an
exam hall and in silence.

I know that the potential impact of assessments has been a worry for many of you, so the advice
of the group has taken this into account. Your teachers and lecturers will decide how
assessments take place. For example, they could be split over a number of lessons, done in the
classroom so it is more relaxed and planned as part of your learning so you are more prepared.

I have heard direct from learners that you want qualifications you can be proud of and that’s
what | am trying to do. While the assessments will challenge you, so that you are prepared for
your next steps, they will also be fair and reflect the different circumstances you have faced.

What next

| know this letter may not give you all the details that you want. The awarding organisation, the
WJEC will be providing more details to your teachers and lecturers at the start of the next term,
including the key topics for both types of assessments.

Your teachers and lecturers will plan your learning to make sure you are well prepared and the
existing adaptations made by WJEC will remain.

Please have a well-deserved and safe holiday. You have had a challenging year in 2020 and you
and your teachers and lecturers deserve a proper break.

But remember Covid 19 spreads when people get together so please help Keep Wales Safe this
Christmas by sticking to the rules and hopefully together we can stop infection from coming into
our homes and into our schools and colleges.

Diolch yn fawr

Kirsty Williams AC/AM

Y Gweinidog Addysg

Minister for Education



