Ysgol Bryngwyn School

Update for Parents/Carers and
Learners

26" November 2020 ,‘Giving our Best "

Yn rhoi o'n gorau

Dear Parent/Carer,

As we enter the fourth week of the half term, we are unfortunately facing a significant number of learners
being educated remotely. This is a precautionary measure to ensure that everyone in our community is
kept as safe as possible from any potential risk.

When a case of COVID-19 affects one of our pupils, the year group and any other potential contacts are
asked to isolate in the first instance in order that contact tracing can have time to identify contacts who
must isolate for the full 14 days. We work with TTP and Public Health Wales in following clear guidelines
to ensure the safe return of as many pupils as possible. Until this process is complete, it is very important
that all pupils isolate which means they must stay in their homes, not go outside to meet anyone and not
allow visitors, although the rest of the household can continue as normal, unless someone in the home
shows symptoms.

The planned dates for return have been sent out on 23" November.

Given this situation, we would continue to stress the need for vigilance as regards taking precautions to
avoid COVID-19. | would especially ask that parents continue to support the school by ensuring you
discuss with your children both the advice and routines that will prevent unnecessary transmission of the
infection.

There have been reports in the media, nationally and locally, of transmissions increasing as a result of
teenagers congregating in the evenings and attending parties or sleep overs. These events have become
‘super—spreaders’ for infection and transmission and have had a significant impact on the communities in
which they occur.

These incidents have resulted in disruption to school attendance and could have an impact on the
wellbeing and academic progress of young people. Please support the school and community by providing
information to pupils and students that will help prevent transmission.

At the moment, Welsh Government are asking us all to adhere to the following guidelines, although this
information may change as the year progresses:

Stay out of each other’s homes, except in very limited circumstances.
Limit the times you leave your home, and the distance you travel.

When you do leave home, please try and be restrained in how many different people you see. It is
better to see the same one or two people regularly than to see lots of different people occasionally -
maintain social distancing, including outdoors.

Meet people outdoors rather than indoors where possible, even in circumstances where the law
allows you to meet indoors.

Work from home if you can.

Wash your hands regularly and follow other advice on hygiene.



Self-isolate if you show symptoms of coronavirus.

Click here for Welsh Government’s updated information and useful FAQs for all on the guidance.

Community Notice

It is inevitable that where there are cases in the community, we will see cases in our schools, but it does
not necessarily mean that transmission occurred in that setting. For example, our recent experiences
can be tracked back to introduction from community events or settings. The school has sent letters
out in respect of this at the end of last week. | would also like to reassure you that the school has strict
procedures in place to protect pupils and staff, and is following all health and safety guidance in relation
to COVID-19.

Can you please impress upon your children that they should not be congregating anywhere
in the community before or after school, and if they enter shops they should be wearing a
face covering, unless they are exempt.

This Week

Blended learning this week

There will be an inevitable focus on remote learning this week, due to students in contact groups that
are required to isolate. Students should follow their normal timetabled lessons each day, including
registration, where teachers will offer a range of online learning activities from research tasks,
streamed lessons, video content and structured tasks.

Students are encouraged to engage with teachers through Google Classroom so that they can make
the most of the online learning activities. Please see below for our top tips for successful online
learning.

NEW - Use of face coverings in school: Update to Welsh Government quidance

The Welsh Government has updated its operational guidance on the use of face coverings in schools and
colleges.

The guidance now states that face coverings should be worn:
¢ in all areas outside the classroom by staff and learners in secondary schools and colleges
o on dedicated school and college transport for learners in year 7 and up

e Dby visitors to all schools and colleges, including parents and carers picking up and collecting
children

The move follows the publication of SAGE evidence and a recent TAG report.

The expectation is that these changes will be implemented as quickly as possible over the coming weeks.

Along with hand-washing and social distancing, the use of face coverings will play its part in keeping pupils,
staff and parents as safe as possible.

Further Information

e Video link: how to wear face coverings

e Regularly updated information from Welsh Government is available on their social media channels

e Full Welsh Government COVID-19 guidance for schools and settings can be found here

Year 11 Mock Exams



https://gov.wales/coronavirus-regulations-guidance
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-evidence-review-children-and-young-people-under-18-preschool-school-or
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTZvaU9CIF5u27UHyACS6AqdRTPlsJ7XO
file://///bgw-sr-002/alisonc$/Downloads/•%09https:/twitter.com/WG_Education%20https:/www.facebook.com/educationwales/
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-autumn-term-version-4-html

Following the announcement from Kirsty Williams cancelling the summer exam series, we have
decided to cancel the 'mocks’ which were planned for December. We await further clarifications of
the planned assessment procedures for the pupils due to sit these exams and will review our
assessment plans in the light of the recommendations.

The continuous assessment of pupils' skills and knowledge and the rigorous tracking of pupils'
achievement will continue throughout the year in all subjects. Pupils are able to demonstrate
understanding of concepts and the application of skills through their performance on class work,
homework, tests and online learning. Progress reports were issued in October and further
progress reports will be distributed in December. There will also be an organised event in
December which will give you the opportunity to speak to staff in the school regarding your child's
progress.

We will continue to inform you of any updates we receive from the Welsh Government.

Parent Governor Vacancies

There are two vacancies for Parent Governors on our governing body. We have received three
nominations for these positions and elections will follow shortly.

Further Information

Test Trace Protect

If your child has any of the symptoms of Covid then please book a test via the contact number below. If
your child is awaiting a test result for Covid then please do not send them, or any of their siblings, to school
until you have received that test result.

In the event of a positive case of COVID-19, immediate action is taken, and we work closely with the Test,
Trace, Protect team to identify individuals that might need to self-isolate and prevent any transmission
within the school.

If your child is identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive for Covid-19, they will need to
self-isolate at home for 14 days. This means they can't leave the house; they can't go to school or the
shops or exercise anywhere outside your home/garden, and they can't have any visitors to your
home/garden. Everyone else in the household can continue as normal in line with current regulations -
however if your child becomes symptomatic, the whole household would then need to self-isolate.

Click here to visit the Carmarthenshire County Council website for more FAQs for schools.

If in doubt about what advice to follow then please contact the school.

BryngwynSchool 01554 750661
eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Delta Wellbeing (if your child

has COVID symptoms) 0300 333 2222
To book a test call or Call 119
Use the booking portal Booking Portal: https://gov.wales/apply-

coronavirus-test

In the event of a positive case of COVID-19, immediate action is taken, and we work closely with the Test,
Trace, Protect team to identify individuals that might need to self-isolate and prevent any transmission
within the school. | do appreciate that this is frustrating for parents. We always have to follow local authority
and PHW advice.


https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/re-opening-schools/?type=45926
https://gov.wales/apply-coronavirus-test
https://gov.wales/apply-coronavirus-test

GCSE Exams 2021

As you will no doubt be aware, last week the education minister, Kirsty Williams, announced
significant changes to assessment for Year 11 this year that will include the “cancellation” of
the summer exam series for 2021.

e Her letter to schools, as well as the Local Authority’s letter to parents, can be found
on our website by clicking here.

e Her official statement can also be seen here.

e A video version of her statement can also be seen here.

As this situation develops, we will do our very best to keep everyone informed, we are hopeful
for further more detailed information from Welsh Government before the end of this term, so
please continue to monitor our usual methods of communication closely.

Term dates- reminder

The last day of this term will be Friday 18th December 2020. Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd will
be designated as INSET days. Closing the school for two weeks over the Christmas Holiday is
viewed as a key “circuit breaker” to help ventilate the building and reduce the potential spread of
the Covid virus.

The spring term will commence on the 4" January with an INSE|T day and pupils due to return on
Tuesday 5™ January 2020.

Communication

Whilst this is a difficult and challenging time we continue to try and keep in contact.

As ever we will continue to keep contact via updates on our Website and through our Social Media
platforms of Facebook or twitter and indeed our call text service. If you need to initiate a conversation
about any aspect of learning or wellbeing please contact us on 01554750661 between the hours of 8am
and 4pm or at eng@bryngwyn.cymru as usual.

In current times especially, it is critical that we are able to communicate with parents so it is vitally
important that if you change your mobile number/ contact details that you please notify us so that we can
keep our records up to date.

Finally

| would want to take this opportunity to thank you all, once again, for your ongoing support. It is
hugely appreciated. We appreciate that this still remains an anxious time for families and your co-
operation is much appreciated.

Kind regards,

Paul Jones

Head Teacher

Top tips - MAKING THE MOST OF ONLINE LEARNING



https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Welsh-Exams-2021/
https://gov.wales/wales-approach-qualifications-2021-confirmed-education-minister-kirsty-williams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3ZkdqY2Tog

Start your day in the right way. Get up early, get dressed, have some breakfast so that
you are ready for online lessons.

Check your timetable each day so you know what lessons you have.

Let your teachers know you are there and ready to learn via Google Classroom.

Make sure you are set up in a comfortable environment that is quiet enough to
concentrate on your work and has space for you to complete your tasks.

Turn off other things that might be a distraction (e.g video games)

Have a supply of drinks and snacks with you.

. Make sure you schedule in some exercise during the day.

Whilst it is important you engage with all of your lessons you must also ensure you take
short, reqular breaks away from a screen to stretch your legs and avoid getting
headaches from staring at a screen too long.

Your teachers will chunk up work for you and always give you an estimated timescale for
tasks. If you are unsure on this make sure you ask your teacher.

10.Teachers will offer a range of lessons including research tasks, streamed lessons, video

11.

content and structured tasks. Make sure you are present at the start of the lesson to see
what tasks the teacher sets for you. After that the teacher may expect you to complete
work independently. Teachers will be available to answer your questions in the
timetabled lesson slot — make sure you ask if you are unsure.

Get to bed early ready for the next day.

LESSON START TIMES

Reg: start 8:30am

L1:

L2:

L3:

L4:

L5:

start 9:00am

start 10:00am
start 11:00am
start 12:00pm

start 13:40pm



