Ysgol Bryngwyn
School

Update for Parents / Carers and
Learners

Tuesday 4" May 2021

“Giving our Best "
“¥n rhoi on gorau”

Dear Parent/Carer,

Firstly, | hope you and your families have enjoyed a well deserved break over the
Bank Holiday weekend and that you are safe and well. | would also like to thank
you for your continued support as we commence the fourth week of Summer
Term.

1. Year 7 Online Parents’ Evening

We are looking forward to our Year 7 Parents’ Evening will take place tomorrow with
appointments taking place online using the School Cloud video conference
technology. All parents should have received a link to open their account and further
information was sent out by a letter with pupils last week. The link also appears
below:

https://bryngwyn.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Booking will close this evening, so please check you are happy with the
appointments you have made. If you have any queries or have been unable to make
appointments, please contact the school on eng@bryngwyn.cymru

In terms of guidance for the meeting, it may be helpful that your child joins you so
that they can hear the information provided by the teachers. Normal online meeting
protocols will apply, as with online lessons. For example, the meetings should take
place in a quiet, confidential location and no attempt to capture images or recording
should be made. The timings for the meeting are automatically set and controlled by


https://bryngwyn.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:enq@bryngwyn.cymru

the system we are using, so please bear in mind that after 5 minutes the system will
automatically “close” your appointment with the teacher.

2. Distribution of Lateral Flow Tests

Pupils in year 9 will be given their Lateral Flow Tests tomorrow (Wednesday),
provided we have already received the parent consent form (see below). Form
tutors will also go through how to take the tests and report results.

Link to consent form: Parent Consent Form

Tests will be distributed in a three-week cycle and the next dates for each year group
are as below. Tests will be distributed during Form Time and should be sufficient to
last three weeks or more.

If your child will require more tests before the next distribution date, please see the
relevant Head of Year with a request in writing.

Upcoming distribution dates:

Date Year Group
Tuesday 4" May Year 9*
Tuesday 11t May Year 11
Wednesday 12t May Year 8*
Tuesday 18" May Year 10
Wednesday 19" May Year 7

* We can only give tests to those who have returned the Parent Consent Form
by 3pm the day before distribution

Please note, every test result must be reported to the NHS. You can do this quickly
by following the link in the text reminder.

3. Year 11 Assessment Catch Up Sessions

We will continue to provide opportunities for pupils who have missed assessments to
catch up during after school sessions on Mondays — Thursday. These will be
operated within our COVID-safe procedures and are available for the year 11 bubble
only, taking place within the year group corridor. These sessions need to be
arranged in advance by subject teachers. If your child has missed an assessment or
significant part of their work, please encourage them to speak to their teachers to
schedule a place.

Reminders of Further Important Information

A) INSET Days Summer Term

We can now confirm that our rearranged INSET days will be on:


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUODEwSktTSjBDQzZYSU1BQU1LTTQxMFpMVi4u

e Friday 28th May 2021 and
e Friday 11th June 2021.

These will be important to enable us to support the process of awarding Centre
Determined Grades including the moderation required to make the process fair and
consistent for learners completing GCSEs in 11 together with Numeracy and English
Literature in year 10 and Welsh GCSE for a small number of learners in year 9.

B) Important Information Regarding Lateral Flow Testing

Every test distributed is tracked and results must be reported both to the school and
to the NHS. To help make this process as quick and simple as possible, parents
receive a text from the school on the evening of testing (Sundays and Wednesdays).
This contains a link to a Microsoft Form for reporting results to school. At the end of
the Microsoft Form is a link to the government website for reporting results to the
NHS. Both forms are very quick to use once logged in. If you prefer, you can also
log results with the NHS by telephoning 119.

If you have not received the text from school or experience any issues in
reporting test results, please contact us at school on eng@bryngwyn.cymru.

Parents in Key Stage Three will begin receiving texts after tests are distributed to
pupils.

Once results are entered on the NHS website, official notification of the result is
received. All positive results trigger the TTP process and the household will need to
isolate and book a PCR test immediately. If the PCR test is not taken within 24
hours, TTP will ask household to continue to isolate for the full ten days. There have
been some cases in Carmarthenshire where positive results have been entered in
error but once the TTP process is triggered it becomes statutory for the household to
isolate. If you have any concerns, please keep your test strip or take a photograph
to prove your result.

Important information regarding LFT Tests

o Tests should be taken every Sunday and Wednesday evenings after
4.00pm.

o Results need to be reported to the school and to the NHS.

o Parents will receive a text with a link to an online form to report results to

school. At the end of the form there will be a link to the Welsh Government
website to report results to the NHS.

o If the result is positive, please let the school know immediately. Everyone in
the household should isolate and you should book a PCR test by calling 119 or
using the online portal https://gov.wales/apply-coronavirus-test

o LFT tests are an additional layer of support and DO NOT replace PCR
tests. Anyone with symptoms must isolate and book a PCR test
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o Please do not take the test if you have symptoms or have tested positive for
COVID-19 in the last 90 days

If you have not previously indicated you wish your child to participate but now would
like to engage with the testing process, please contact us at Eng@bryngwyn.cymru.
Test kits can not be allocated before parental consent is received on the following
form: Parent Consent Form

Important links regarding lateral flow testing:

Information to parents

Video on how to carry out lateral flow tests

Parent Consent Form

(this only needs to be completed once)
Reporting results to school

Please use this link to inform the school of your child’s test results
every Sun and Weds evening. A link will also be sent by text.

C) Year 11 Virtual Prom Opportunity

In line with other schools in Carmarthenshire, it is unlikely that we will be able to plan
for a face-to-face prom for pupils leaving this year. Instead, we are exploring
different options including the opportunity to hold a virtual event that will engage all
our year 11 pupils and provide them with a special occasion that they will remember.
More details will follow when available.

We are also keen to hear ideas from pupils and parents — please contact the Head of
Year 11, Mr Ed Davies with any suggestions you might have.

D) On-site Learning

The latest guidance regarding school operating procedures can be accessed at:

https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-12-april-html

A reminder of Key points for Learners and Parents:

e All students should attend site, and arrive for 8.30, to the same entrance as they
did in the autumn (indicated above).

e School transport will run on the usual routes at the usual times at the start and
end of the school day. The afternoon session will finish at 2:50pm however there
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will be a staggered exit from 2:40pm. School crossing patrols will operate as
usual.

Please note, all cars in the car park at the end of the school day must remain
stationary until the buses have left.

There will be a lunchtime provision as there was in the Autumn term for “grab and
go” food from the canteen. Parents may still wish to provide packed lunches and
lunchtimes will be staggered by year groups.

The canteen will not be open during morning break therefore pupils and staff will
be asked to bring their own, snacks and drinks each day for use at breaktime.

As all students will be on site, there will be no online learning provision from the
12™ April onwards.

The hubs for vulnerable learners and critical workers will no longer run as all
pupils will return to their normal timetables.

Students should wear school uniform as far as possible. We will continue working
with a number of parents to support them with obtaining new school uniform for
students who have grown out of it during the last lockdown. Please contact
Heads of Year if there are any concerns.

Students should bring all the equipment they need for learning to school. There
should be no sharing or borrowing of equipment. Please could you ensure that
your child brings a pencil case to school, that they can then leave in their bags for
use during the school each day.

Please impress upon your children the need to maintain social distance from
each other as much as possible on the way to and from school as well as within
school, to prevent any transmission. It is important that pupils remember the risk
of transmission and refrain from sharing or passing items to one another both
onsite and on the way to and from school.

On days when pupils have PE on their timetable, PE kit and suitable attire
should be worn to school.

Use of hand sanitisers and social distancing will continue to be essential in
order to keep everyone as safe as possible.

E) Summer GCSE and Assessments Key Stage 4

We will continue to update parents and learners as more information becomes
available. Please see below for the latest guidance:

Letter to parents/carers:

https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Update-for-Parents-Carers-and-Learners-

Undertaking/

Letter to Learners from Qualifications Wales:
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Latest-Letter-to-Learners-from-
Qualifications-Wale/
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As has been communicated previously, we will be sharing these grades with
students in mid-June, and results day has been brought forward to 12th August.
Further information will follow when available.

Assessment will be an integral part of teaching and learning throughout this term. It
is very important that pupils who miss school catch up with both the teaching and
learning material and the assessment.

Subject Overviews:

A summary for each subject was sent out to parents and learners during the Easter

holidays and is also available below. We hope these are proving helpful for learners
who are entered for exams. Further detailed information will be given to pupils from
their subject teachers in lessons and on Google Classroom.

Year 11: https://drive.google.com/file/d/10474wlFc20ONCZvUva PC5I-
nJ1R6S3Mr/view?usp=sharing

Year 10 and pupils in 9X:
https://drive.gooqgle.com/file/d/10474wlFc20NCZvUva PC5I-
nJ1R6S3Mr/view?usp=sharing

F)TTP

Whilst COVID infection rates continue to fall, it still remains important to contact
the school if your child receives a positive test result. Please email us on either
ENQ@bryngwyn.cymru or TTP@bryngwyn.cymru to let us know if your child has
symptoms, a positive test or needs to isolate.

If your child has any of the symptoms of COVID then please book a test via
the Welsh Government website and inform the school and Delta Wellbeing by
email on: TTP@deltawellbeing.org.uk or by telephone on 0300 333 2222

Please note — lateral flow tests are not to be taken if your child has symptoms of
COVID and should be replaced by a PCR test.

All information is treated confidentially and allows us to plan for pupils’ safe return.

If your child is identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive for Covid-
19, they will need to self-isolate at home for 10 days. This means they can't leave
the house; they can't go the shops or exercise anywhere outside your home/garden,
and they can't have any visitors to your home/garden. Everyone else in the
household can continue as normal in line with the fire-break regulations. However, if
your child becomes symptomatic, the whole household would then need to self-
isolate.

To find out all the latest information, visit the Carmarthenshire County Council
website:

https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-
schools/re-opening-schools/?type=45926
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Important contact information regarding TTP:

Ysgol Bryngwyn School 01554 750661
Eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Delta Wellbeing (if your child has

COVID symptoms) 0300 333 2222
To book atest call or Call 119
Use the booking portal Booking Portal: hitps://gov.wales/apply-

coronavirus-test

G. School transport.

Bus companies have reminded us to mention to parents that all pupils are expected
to have their up to date bus passes available when travelling on school routes.

For queries regarding school transport please telephone 01267 234567 and ask
for the Bus Contact Centre

Also, could we please ensure that pupils continue to wear their face coverings,
unless they are exempt, at all times whilst on buses. It is of vital importance that they
are not removed so as to reduce potential for transmission and improve our chances
of being able to continue on-site ‘face to face’ learning for all pupils. Your support as
ever is always appreciated.

H. Social Media Safety

Though technology has been a huge benefit to the world in recent times, it is equally
important that we also educate and support our children in its safe, correct and
proper use. A useful guide on which apps etc. to use at correct ages can be found at
the link below:

What age can my child start social networking? - Internet Matters

We would appreciate your support in reinforcing our message that no videoing or
picture taking is allowed on site unless conducted or directed by a member of staff.
This is an important part of our safeguarding procedures and included in our
“acceptable use” agreement for using mobile phones on-site.

Inappropriate use of phones on site or indeed off site could result in students being
unable to access their phone during the school day, in order to protect both their own
wellbeing and that of others. We would greatly appreciate your support in keeping
everybody safe

I) Support and Wellbeing

We will continue to support our students and checking in with them in school; we
would also like to make you all aware that there are a number of resources on our
website designed to help this situation, that can be accessed via the link below:
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Pupils are also able to self-refer themselves to the area 43 counselling service via a
link on our website. To do so please follow the link below:

https://www.area43.co.uk/counselling/

Following recent media coverage of the matter, please also find below to link to the
GovUK press release regarding the launch of the NSPCC dedicated helpline,
providing children and adults who are victims of sexual abuse in schools with the
appropriate support and advice and to support parents and professionals. The
NSPCC Sexual abuse Helpline number is 0800 136 663.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-review-into-sexual-
abuse-in-schools

J) Communication

As we return to school this still remains is a difficult and challenging time,
therefore we will continue to try and keep in contact via updates on our website,
our SIMS Parent APP and through our social media platforms of Facebook,
Twitter and indeed our call text service.

If you change your mobile number/ contact details it is important notify us
as soon as possible so that you are able to receive important information.

If you have any questions or feel there may be some way we can be of help,
please don'’t hesitate to contact us as below:

Tel: 01554 750661

Email: eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Finally, 1 would like once more to wish you all well and look forward to a term
where we engage with pupils in person and not only through a computer screen.

Kind Regards,

Mr Paul Jones
Headteacher
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