Ysgol Bryngwyn School @

Update for Parents, Carers and 171
Learners — 4" October 2021 e

Dear Parent/Carer,

Latest News: Key Dates:
1. Review of Operating Procedures e Half Term: Monday 25" -
2. Important Information Regarding Vaccination Friday 29" October 2021

3. Digital Communication
4. Extra-Curricular Update

We hope this newsletter finds you well as we reach the start of October. All of us here at
Bryngwyn continue to be impressed by the engagement and attitude of all our learners and the
positive atmosphere throughout the school that has been displayed over the last 5 weeks.

1. Review of Operating Procedures

This is the third week of Welsh Government’s new Infection Control Framework for schools that
introduces a tiered level with different mitigations based on current local data as outlined in the
guidance document below:

https://gov.wales/local-covid-19-infection-control-decision-framework-schools-autumn-2021-html

You may be aware from the news that a number of different authorities in Wales have introduced
further mitigations. However, having worked with the Local Authority to assess local data, we can
confirm there is no change to our current mitigations. Rest assured we will continue to review this
position in line with the latest data.

As a school, we encourage all our community to remain vigilant both in school and in the wider
community. It is helpful if we can all keep in mind our Bryngwyn Top Six Safety Measures to keep
ourselves and each other as safe as possible:

Face coverings Handwashing LFT testing

Distance Ventilation Seating plans

Message from the Local Authority

The Welsh Government have also issued this & 1% Bikan 11
guidance and advice to keep everyone safe. As it Plogelu frotect
you can see, some of our TOp Six Safety Are you in secondary school or college?

Measures are echoed nationally. S e T o PeR e

No symptoms?
|t iS aISO important that you inform us Keep doing regular lateral flow tests and report all your results
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. Wash your hands regularly
either a lateral flow test or PCR test.

Wear face coverings when needed



https://gov.wales/local-covid-19-infection-control-decision-framework-schools-autumn-2021-html

2. Information Regarding Vaccinations o

We have been informed that there is a great deal of misinformation being
circulated at present regarding the vaccination of 12-15 year olds. As
teachers and parents, we recognise this is a sensitive issue and a matter 7 ‘
of personal choice based on discussion within the family. Schools have

been asked by Welsh Government to share this guide for children and young people that is
available on the Public Health Wales website.

https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/immunisation-and-vaccines/covid-19-vaccination-information/patient-
information/covid-19-vaccination-a-guide-for-children-and-young-people/

Schools have also been asked to circulate the letter below from Hywel Dda Health Board as a
further valuable source of reliable information on both the vaccine itself and how it will be offered
and administered to pupils locally.

http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/NHS-Letter-regarding-Vaccinations-for-12-15-year-o/

A copy of the letter also appears at the end of this newsletter.

Some parents have already begun to receive invitations to take their children to a vaccination
centre. However, we are also aware that there is some uncertainty regarding the authenticity of
any information received so would advise you to check if in any doubt. The following link will
provide further information:

https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/immunisation-and-vaccines/covid-19-vaccination-information/

3. Digital Communication - Reducing Paper and Photocopying

You may be aware from the news that following an explosion and fires in Japan’s largest
photocopier toner factory in late summer, there may be a global shortage in toner and
photocopying throughout October and November. This might potentially impact our ability to run
off paper copies of pupils’ reports. To overcome this, we would very much appreciate if all parents
could download the SIMS Parent App so that we can send you digital copies of pupils’ reports as
well as a host of other information as described below. As well as providing a solution to the
issues regarding paper copying, this will also help our school to maintain our eco-friendly status
and provide a quicker, more flexible and convenient form of important home-school
communication.

So far, 70% of parents have subscribed to SIMS Parent App and we would like to say a big thank
you for doing so.

You should have received an invitation to join our parent app via email. Please follow the instructions
to join. If you already have access to the parent app please ignore the email. More details can be found
at http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/You-will-receive-an-invite-to-join-our-parent-app-
[?fbclid=IwAR16QRF5sf2g3AnAaQ1cY1tq8TgsZqQxTB4DgW6IKVzQy7EDEOuUT005S9g

If you have not received an invitation, please get in touch with us as soon as possible.
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Communication with Parents — SIMS Parent App

In addition to these newsletters, and particularly for new
parents, we aim to communicate through our website,
social media feeds and increasingly through the Sims

Parent Ap P - =] parent app.

B e pier At present this App is EREE. If you want to register
for this please see the information below:

‘ App Store

http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/Parents/SIMs-Parent-App/

The ‘SIM’s parent app’ provides a new convenient way for you to access and review information
about your child and receive updates and news from the school. Once setup it will include a range
of information such as:

» School term dates, INSET dates and contact details

« Attendance and achievement information

* Pupil timetables and special event announcements

* Latest parent update letters and other communications
* Pupil reports

If you have more than one child at school, you’ll have access to this information for all your
children from the same app.

4. Extra-Curricular Round Up

It is wonderful to see pupils taking part in extra-curricular activities once more in school and this is
such an important part of the overall learning experience and for pupils’ wellbeing.

Sport

Ouir first inter-school football fixture took place last week for year 8 against Maes Yr Yrfa held in
Bryngwyn. The match was an exciting 1-1 draw for the first half and much of the second, with the
Bryngwyn boys narrowly beaten at the end of the second half after two late Maes Yr Yrfa goals.
All the boys played very well indeed. It was nice to see youngsters have the opportunity to play
competitive school based sport for the first time in 20 months; well done to everybody who took
part and thanks to our new PE teacher, Mr Martin

Geography Field Trip — Year 11

It was lovely to gain a sense of some normality last week and finally get back out into the field for
some real-world learning. On 29th and 30th September all GCSE geographers visited SA1,
Swansea to investigate how sustainable the area is as part of their NEA (non-examination
assessment unit). The attitude and work ethic of all learners was exemplary and we as staff were
impressed with the confidence and resilience shown, in both the sun and rain!


http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/Parents/SIMs-Parent-App/

Reminder of Important Information

Lateral Flow Testing

We can confirm that after consideration of the data, the LA recommend that we continue with
regular testing every Sunday and Wednesday as at present.

Further tests will be distributed to year groups as follows:

Upcoming LFT Distribution Dates Useful Links
Date Year 1. Reporting results to school
Group 2. Parent Consent Form
Wednesday 6" October Year 9 3. Video on how to carry out lateral
Tuesday 12" October Year 11 flow tests
Wednesday 13" October Year 8 4. Information to parents
Tuesday 19" October Year 10
Wednesday 20" October Year 7
We can only give tests to those pupils who have If the result is positive, please let the
returned the Parent Consent Form. If further tests are | school and NHS know immediately.
required, please send a written request to your child’s
Head of Year.

Test, Trace, Protect

As there remain a number of cases in the community and in our schools, we continue to work
alongside the local Health Board to help keep everyone safe. Carmarthenshire schools now play
a leading role in supporting the process by tracking cases and identifying contacts of pupils in our
own schools.

Parents are asked to inform schools directly should your child display any symptoms or
indeed receive a positive test result.

Once we have ascertained possible contacts, we will write to parents to inform you if you need to
take any further actions. Contacts who are under 18 or double vaccinated will no longer be asked
to isolate but will be offered PCR tests on day 2 and day 8 after coming into contact with a positive
case.

We must remember that the other procedures remain unchanged.

e Anyone who presents with the main three symptoms (persistent cough, temperature, loss or
change to taste or smell) should isolate and book a PCR test (not LFT).

e Additionally, anyone in the Hywel Dda area who has wider symptoms (upset stomach, sore
throat, general cold) is also recommended to take a PCR test, unless already taking part in
regular LFT testing.

GCSE Information for Year 10 & 11 Parents

We would like to invite Year 10 & 11 parents to view our virtual Key Stage 4 parents’ information
evening on our school website http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk

Assessment Overview Sheets for 2021-22, which give an outline of key dates throughout the
year, have been distributed to pupils last week and are also available on the website.

We are aware that Bryngwyn parents are keen to support and help their children; we have
therefore arranged this to provide you with information regarding GCSEs and give you an
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overview of the year ahead. Feedback from previous information sessions tells us that parents
have found this information useful in helping to manage the demands of the year ahead and whilst
we cannot meet this year we have collated this presentation to provide the key information.

The Head of Pupil Progress opens with a presentation outlining the key dates and assessments in
the year ahead as well the support that the school provides. The heads of departments for
English, maths and science also outline the requirements of the GCSEs and suggest ways in
which you may be able to support your child. It is important for you to be aware that there are
adaptations to the GCSEs for pupils sitting the exams in summer 2022 (year 11) but not for
summer 2023 (year 10).

Form tutors and the Heads of Pupil Progress will play an important role in monitoring the well-being
and progress of our year 11 pupils and we welcome any communication to support our learners.

Year 6 Transition 2021

Monday 27" September was an INSET day SCHOOL PI-ACES

and an opportunity for year 6 pupils to visit

Bryngwyn School. A big thank you to those Apply Online
pupils who were involved. Feedback from You must a I f

year 6 learners and their teachers was that child’s scﬁggl pol; g’:”'
a very happy and exciting day was had by B

all. Da iawn pawb! Your support is really Nursery - 31 jf,y 2022
appreciated. Primary - 31 January 2022

Secondary - 17 December 2021

For parents, if you have younger children
who would like to join us in September

2022, or if you know someone who does, ol s LAl il
please note the closing date for applications County Council_

is December 17t 2021.

All applications need to be made online on the Carmarthenshire website (link below):
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/school-
admissions-changing-schools/moving-up-to-secondary-school/#.YVDjcbhKg2w

Home School Agreement

In order for each student to fully benefit from the education that our school has to
offer, it is important to establish a strong working partnership between all those

involved. Could we therefore thank everybody who has returned the home school
agreement and politely remind those that haven’t to return them to us. The link is accessed
below:

Home school agreement form: https://forms.gle/vsqQzShhfKU3bxdU9

If you change your mobile or e mail address it is important that you let us know. Please send us
an email to update our records to ensure you always receive the latest up to date information.

At Bryngwyn school, we remain proud of the way all of us in our community continue
to work together, the ways in which we all support one another and come together, in
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what is an unprecedented set of circumstances, truly shows what we are about and how
we continue to try strive towards “giving our best to be the best.” Thank you for your
continued support, of both our school, our community and your own wider families.
Please stay safe and well and we look forward to continuing to work together to achieve
the very best for our students and their community.

Kind regards, Phone: 01554 750661

Email: eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Mr Paul Jones Website :
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/

Head teacher Twitter:

https://twitter.com/bryngwynschool/

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/bryngwynschool
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ANl children aged 12 to 15 years are now ehgible for a COVID-19 vaccine.

Children will be invited by Hywel Dda University Health Board to have their vaccine at one of its mass
vaccination centres. The health board aims to provide an offer of a vaccine to everyone aged 12 to 15 by
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Those at increased risk from infection will need two doses of the vaccine, eight weeks apart. All other
children and young people aged 12-17 years will be offered one dose of vaccine.

Families are encouraged to make an informed choice with their child using trusted sources of information.
Search ‘Public Health Wales vaccines’ for the most up-to-date information about the vaccine and answers
to frequently asked questions or visit the health board’s vaccination

page https://hduhb.nhs. wales/healthcare/services-and-teams/immunisation-and-vaccination/

Children should not attend a vaccine appointment if they are self-isolating, waiting for a COVID-19 test or
within 4 weeks of having a positive COVID-19 test. No one will be left behind, and their appointment can

be rearranged by contacting the health board using the number on the appointment letter once they are
fully recovered.

The COVID-19 vaccination will not be made available in schools and will only be provided for 12 to 15
year olds by appointment only at a mass vaccination centre in Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion or
Pembrokeshire. Only those aged 16 and over can attend a mass vaccination centre as a walk-in with no
appointment needed. For more information please visit https://hduhb.nhs. wales/healthcare/covid-19-
information/covid-19-vaccination-programme/reguest-your-vaccine/

Only the flu nasal spray vaccine will be offered in school. Information and a consent form for the flu nasal
spray vaccine will have been given to children in reception class to year 11 to bring home. If you have not
done so already, please return the consent form to school to inform the school nursing team of your
decision. For more information please visit https://ohw.nhs wales/fluvaccine

COVID-19 vaccine information leaflets:

. A guide for children and young people aged 12-17- Text only leaflet English | Gymraeg
. COVID-19 vaccination A guide for children and young people with underlying health

conditions Simple text Version 1a English | Gymraeg

. COVID-19 vaccination What to expect after - advice for children and young people
vl English | Gymraeg




