Ysgol Bryngwyn School

Update for Parents, Carers and

Learners =5t April 2022

Latest News:

Key Dates:

1. COVID Mitigations Continue Until - Thursday 7t April: Year 8 Parents’
Easter Evening (Online)

2. Summer Exam,s Update - Friday 8" April: end of Spring Term

3. Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Monday 25" April: return to school -

4. Progress Reports

start of Summer Term

Dear Parent/Carer,

We hope this update finds you and your families well as we embark on the last week of the
Spring Term. Again, it was lovely to see the positive atmosphere throughout the school last
week, and the excellent levels of participation and engagement of our learners. We would like
to thank you for your help in achieving this and for your support in helping us to maintain
continuous face to face learning during the challenges we have faced together this term.

1. Covid Mitigations Update — No Change in Schools

After a cold but bright weekend the
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temperatures and weather revert to
their seasonal norms this week in
the run up to Easter. However, as
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you are aware the caseloads continue to remain relatively high across Wales and are rising
again, including cases in our school that we have dealt with in line with WG and LA policies.
Ironically, caseloads are amongst the highest they have been to date, but thankfully are not
matched with serious hospital admissions.

The relaxation of national restrictions outside schools is a reminder that it is now even more
important that we continue to work together to maintain the remaining mitigations. This is vital

for all of our protection, and we appreciate your support and patience as things could rapidly
change going forward.

We appreciate that schools are operating slightly differently to wider society and if there are

any changes over Easter holidays we will always do our best to keep you fully informed as
soon as possible.

However at present, as shared previously in the letter from the Local Authority, there
will be no change to the mitigations operating in and around school before Easter.

Our Top Six mitigations remain essential, and we also need to add the importance of fresh air
as being outside and in well ventilated spaces significantly reduces the risk of transmission.




Face coverings Handwashing LFT testing

Distance Ventilation Seating plans

The school is also committed to maintaining the additional enhanced cleaning of frequently
touched areas and general housekeeping throughout the school day as an additional safety
measure for the protection of all.

Please continue to monitor Coronavirus (COVID-19) | Topic | GOV.WALES and Newsroom
(carmarthenshire.gov.uk) for the latest developments.

As part of this, please ensure that you child continues brings their face covering to
school each day, as they are still needed frequently throughout the day. We have had a
final delivery of face coverings from Welsh Government and these were issued to pupils last
week.

There is inevitably the possibility that uncertainty regarding the weather during the Easter
holidays will lead to increased indoor mixing and a further spike in cases. However, it is hoped
that warmer weather should help to reduce cases. We hope to have further information from the
Local Authority to confirm arrangements over Easter and for the important Summer Term ahead.
We will share this information with you as soon as possible.

At present, plans from Easter onwards seem to be that only those who are symptomatic will need
to test and only if those symptoms include the “classic three”: new, persistent cough; high
temperature; change or loss of taste or smell. It seems the milder variants often cause the wider
symptoms, but the classic three are connected to the more dangerous "Alpha" variant which is
why there may be greater emphasis at the moment. No one with wider symptoms will be asked to
test.

The health boards are concerned we will see spikes in other infections that will cause more of an
issue than COVID, such as chicken pox, smallpox, norovirus etc, as we return to more "normality”
after two years of highly sanitised living.

Hygiene mitigations and ventilation will remain in place in Bryngwyn to give us the very
best opportunity to remain safe, particularly as the start of the Summer Term is such an
important time for many with the start of the exam season.

2. Summer Exams Update

Learners in Year 11 will be completing key assessments this week, in particular Welsh oral
exams on 4™ 51 and 6" April. Please support your child to ensure their attendance and
preparation for these important assessments. Year 10 completed their assessments last
week and performed very well indeed. We would like to thank the pupils for their efforts and
especially those parents who had to collect their children later than usual as the
assessments on Tuesday took longer than expected. This is very much appreciated by us
all.

There will also be further revision sessions with different subjects over the Easter
holidays. A timetable will be circulated shortly.

GCSE Exam Reminders


https://gov.wales/coronavirus
http://newsroom.carmarthenshire.gov.uk/
http://newsroom.carmarthenshire.gov.uk/

A reminder that Wednesday 29th June is a contingency date set by awarding bodies, in case
of sustained national or local disruption within the national exam timetable. Candidates
should remain available until Wednesday 29th June should an awarding body need to
invoke its contingency arrangements. As part of these plans, pupils will continue to undertake
routine class-based assessments throughout their remaining curriculum time. These will help
pupils not only as they prepare for exams but will also provide valuable evidence of
achievement in the unlikely event it is needed due to absence in final GCSE exams.

Last week we circulated a further update on the plans for the summer examinations for Years
10 and 11 students. You can view this at the link below. This information is very important for
learners in years 9-11 entered for any GCSE exams this year.

https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Exams-2022-Extra-Update-Letter/

3. Year 8 Parents’ Evening

We look forward to seeing parents online this Thursday 8™ April. There are a limited amount
of appointments still available on School Cloud for those who have not yet had a chance to
book.

https://bryngwyn.schoolcloud.co.uk

Should you wish to make any changes or if you have any queries please contact the
school office on enqg@bryngwyn.cymru or 01554 750661

In terms of guidance for the meeting themselves, we strongly advise that your child joins
you for the meetings so that they can hear the information provided by the teachers. We
appreciate the support, mutual respect and courtesy of parents and teachers and ask that
we all follow the standard professional protocols for online meetings, as with lessons. For
example, the meetings should take place in a quiet, confidential location and no attempt to
capture images or recording should be made. The timings for meeting are automatically
set and controlled by the system we are using also, so please bear this in mind that after 5
minutes the system will automatically “close” your appointment with the teacher!

4. Progress Reports Years 7-11
Progress reports have been issued to pupils last week. We would be very grateful if you
could please complete the reply slip and return to school. All of your comments are very

helpful in terms of helping us ensure your child has the very best education.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s report please contact us on
01554 750661 or via email on eng@bryngwyn.cymru

General News Round-Up

o GCSE French Speaking Exams — The exams will take
place on Thursday 28" and Friday 29t April. There will be an
intensive revision session during the Easter holiday on Friday
22nd April 10.00 am —2.00 pm in D2



https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Exams-2022-Extra-Update-Letter/
https://bryngwyn.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:enq@bryngwyn.cymru

¢ Girls’ Rugby First Fixtures — a huge
congratulations to our girls’ rugby Year 7/8 and Year
9/10 who played two excellent games of rugby
against Haverfordwest and Ysgol Caer Elen in a
tournament at Haverfordwest. The girls played some
tough matches and showed excellent ball handling
and some strong tackling. Both teams are looking
forward to playing in the National Urdd Rugby 7s
competition in Cardiff this week. Da iawn, merched!

e Music Rehearsals this week — the following rehearsals will take place this week:

Monday String Group Lunchtime
Tuesday Junior Choir Lunchtime
Wednesday Brass Group Lunchtime

Theory Club Lunchtime
Year 9 Band After School

Thursday Wind Band Lunchtime
Year 8 Band After School
Friday Senior Choir Lunchtime

e Extra-Curricular PE Activities — we are delighted to be able to offer a full range of extra-
curricular sport activities during lunch times and after school. This week we have:

o Tuesday Lunch Time - 5X60 Basketball Years 7 & 8
e Tuesday 3pm to 4 pm — Netball all year groups; (Rughy-Sevens-Years-10-and-11

cancelled due to tournament)

o Wednesday 3pm to 4 pm - Football Years 7 and 8; hockey all year groups; GCSE
badminton

o {Fhursday-3pm-to-4pm—Rugby-Years 7-8-and-9:-cancelled due to parents’ evening)
o Friday Lunch time — basketball Years 9, 10 and 11

As a school, we would like to thank everyone who works so hard to make these
opportunities happen, and especially our pupils who take part with such enthusiasm.

Proud to be Bryngwyn!

Reminders of Further Important Information

Routine Lateral Flow Testing

Regular LFD testing now takes place TWICE a week, on Sunday and Wednesday evenings.
Tests will continue to be distributed fortnightly as follows:

Upcoming LFT Distribution Dates Useful Links
Year Group Date 1. Parent Consent Form
2. Video on how to carry out lateral
Year 9 Wednesday 6" April flow tests
Year 8 Thursday 7t April 3. Information to parents
Year 7 Tuesday 5™ April



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUODEwSktTSjBDQzZYSU1BQU1LTTQxMFpMVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUODEwSktTSjBDQzZYSU1BQU1LTTQxMFpMVi4u
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Letter-for-year-10-11-parents-regarding-COVID-Late/
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Letter-for-year-10-11-parents-regarding-COVID-Late/

If the result is positive, please let the school and NHS know immediately.

The link to report results to school and NHS is: Reporting results to school

There will be no requirement to continue with Lateral Flow Testing over the Easter holiday.
Current Information Regarding Self-Isolation and Testing

The guidance for schools remains the same in terms of
isolation: anyone who tests positive for COVID-19
must isolate for at least five full days. The first full day
of isolation is the day after the onset of symptoms or
the day after a positive test.

COVID-19 self-isolation
rules have changed

Coronavirus symptoms
Stay at home and
book a PCR test

J Ny

No symptoms but had
a positive lateral
flow test

e Before exiting self-isolation, a person should take
two lateral flow device (LFD) tests 24 hours apart to
check they are not still infectious.

e The first lateral flow test should be taken on DAY
FIVE of isolation.

They should remain in isolation until they have
had two consecutive negative LFT results 24 hours

apart.
e The earliest a person will be able to leave isolation

Isolate for 5 full days from the
day you took your test or when
symptoms started

You no longer need
to isolate

Take lateral flow tests on days
Sand 6

If either tests are positive, ®
isolate until you receive two
negative tests, or until day 10

GIG | Profi | Test
Olrhain | Trace
Diogelu | Protect

would be on DAY SIX.

Anyone with symptoms must still isolate immediately and take a PCR test.

For all the latest up-to-date information on the operation of schools during the pandemic
including guidance on testing and contact tracing, face coverings and vaccinations please
visit the following websites:

e Welsh Government website

e Carmarthenshire LA Newsroom

e Carmarthenshire Frequently Asked Questions (also includes information on school
meals and transport)

GCSE Revision

After school study support sessions time 2:50- 3:50pm
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
The range of after Product Design | Tourism Maths Textiles Textiles
school activities to Product Design | Product Design | Health, Social Health, Social
support learners is care care
as follows: English Science Science French
Language
L Textiles Geography ICT
Furthermore, revision Health, Social | History - History - Exam
resources are care Content Technigue
available on both the RS Computer PE theory
Sci isi
WJEC and Bryngwyn T ence revision
School websites on
the links below: Independent Independent Independent Independent
Study Area (Al) | Study Area (A1) | Study Area (A1) | Study Area (Al)

e http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/Pupils/Revision-Guide/



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUNzcyU0pXUTlFSUE3WFdUTU1XWFJMV0I4Vi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ug4_TzS3ZEGUCRtgHRR5k3qc5dKqOY1LiXZjLV7xjflUNzcyU0pXUTlFSUE3WFdUTU1XWFJMV0I4Vi4u
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https://newsroom.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/2020/10/kcs-covid19/keep-carmarthenshire-safe/#.YfbuSerP2Uk
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/covid-19-school-faqs/
http://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/Pupils/Revision-Guide/

e https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/student-support/revision-tips/

Parents and pupils in year 10 and 11 may wish to keep abreast with GCSE exams at the WJEC
website:

e https://lwww.wjec.co.uk/home/2022-everything-you-need-toknow/

GCSE Special Considerations

On occasion, events outside pupils’ control can have an impact on their ability to study or
prepare for exams. As this might have an impact on their final performance, we are sometimes
able to ask the exam board to take such circumstances into consideration before final grades
are issued.

If you feel your son/daughter’s study or exam preparation might have been affected in
any way beyond that of other learners, please let us know by emailing
eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Supporting Learners to Take Part in Local Elections Thursday 5" May 2022

You will be aware that anyone who is 16 or over on 5 May can now vote in Local Government
elections following changes to legislation. Voting is only open to those who have registered in
advance. In order to vote on Thursday 5 May 2022, these newly enfranchised young people must

register to vote by Thursday 14 April 2022.

Please see below a link to a letter from Carmarthenshire Local Authority providing further
information:

https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Supporting-learners-to-take-part-in-local-election/

School Uniform

We would like to convey our sincere thanks to parents and pupils for all your efforts to maintain
high standards of uniform this week. Our pupils have responded brilliantly and are looking
extremely smart in their full school uniform. Our younger pupils have adapted well to using the
changing rooms and the calm, focused atmosphere that everyone is working so hard to achieve is
a credit to you all. As you know, these high standards are also reflected in engagement, effort and
achievement in the wider variety of school activities.

Once again thank you for the high standards that you continue to set, that makes Bryngwyn such
a special and well-regarded school.

Keeping Informed of Changes

During these times it remains fundamentally important we remain in contact. We will always do
our best to keep parents informed of any changes as quickly as possible. Please therefore
check our text messages, SIMS Parent App, websites and social media pages on a very
regular basis. If you don’t receive such updates or have changed your phone or contact details,
please ensure we have up to date information by emailing us on eng@bryngwyn.cymru



https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/student-support/revision-tips/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/2022-everything-you-need-toknow/
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/News/Supporting-learners-to-take-part-in-local-election/
mailto:enq@bryngwyn.cymru

If you have any questions or would like a conversation about any aspect of learning or wellbeing
please contact us on 01554 750661 between the hours of 8.00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. or at
eng@bryngwyn.cymru as usual.

Thank you as always for your continued support of our school and wider community as well as
your families and our learners. Please stay safe and well and we look forward to continuing to
work together to provide the very best experiences for all our learners through the busy half term
ahead.

Diolch,

Phone: 01554 750661

Mr Paul Jones Email: eng@bryngwyn.cymru

Head teacher Website:
https://www.bryngwynschool.co.uk/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/bryngwynschool/

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/bryngwynschool
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